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in the afternoon, the frigate's crew arrived in this city to furnish us
this information and since then to the present date the corsair has
not reappeared nor have we been able to find him.
From the 2gth of May, when he was sighted, until the 3rd of the
current month, we were continually under arms, day and night...
... we sent Captain Vicente Gonzalez and Jorge Manrique out
to reconnoitre all the coast as far as Matanzas to learn if the corsair
had been seen or had entered any port there. They went with all
diligence and returned without news of him and without being able
to find him... (p. 3)
Meanwhile ... a man came to this city who was one of eight who
escaped from the English fleet at Cape San Anton, It lay there five
days hurriedly taking on firewood and water. This man tells how
there, at Cape San Antonio, he procured wood and water, after
which the corsair summoned a council of pilots and captains and
they considered what they should do, and decided that from there
they would sail straight for the Newfoundland Banks. They did not
dare to attempt to take this city and harbour because they feared
this, Your Majesty's fortress, and the careful preparations we had
made to serve Your Majesty, and because his forces were few and
sick. He had in all not 1200 effectives in the fleet, including seamen
and soldiers, for many had died of illness and continued to die daily.
And there he put all the artillery below decks, in each ship leaving
four or five pieces above decks, lashed down, and closed the gunports.
This man says the fleet consisted of only sixteen fighting vessels,
two pinnaces among them, the other fourteen being large vessels, of
400 or 300 tons ... and the rest were only four pinnaces and a lot of
barks for the service of the ships, on which the corsair spread as much
sail as large frigates use, a trick to give him the appearance of a great
fleet.
Apparently, since he has not reappeared, and judging by Vicente
Gonzalez's account, he has certainly disembogued... (p. 6)
... from this, Your Majesty's fortress, June 26,1586.
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
Your Majesty's most loyal faithful vassals and servitors kiss Your
Majesty's royal feet.
Gabriel de Luxan
Diego Ferndndez de Quinones (Rubrics)*